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”TRUSTEE’S CORNER”
Dear Friends,
We hope you are all well and are getting ready for some beautiful weather &
hopefully down time!!!
The foundation is celebrating it’s 15th anniversary of saving lives of animals every
day.
Yes – 15years – unbelievable!
Talk about time flying …
Looking back on 15 years, I know we say it often – that’s because it’s true, that we
are so thankful for all our loyal supporters who allow us to do this work that helps so
many of these precious animals.
Besides everything we normally do…
• Spay/Neuters
• Emergency Surgeries
• Help shelters and foster groups
• Help individuals with hardships
• Etc, etc, etc…
We are now working again with our K-9 officers, in addition to buying bullet proof
vests, we are sponsoring a tactical class for 24 officers and their K-9s. Officer K-9
Leo passed in April due to a bloat stomach while on duty but couldn’t get to the vet in
time & passed in the patrol car. We hope that this class will educate the handlers
how to give emergency care so this will never happen again.
Incidents with K-9s can happen naturally or can be caused by bombings, gun shots or
stabbings and this can hopefully prolong the time until they can get help.
This is all possible because of you – our supporters!!!
So – our biggest wish for this year & every year is that we can continue our very
important work…
Thank you all & have a great summer.
Hope to see you all at our 15th annual gala on October 19th, 2019 for a special
blowout event!!!
“REMEMBER THE JOY THEY BRING”
With Love,

Wanda and Mark

100%

of every dollar we raise continues to go towards
helping animals in the following ways…
Spay and neuter programs

•
•

Rescue of animals from kill shelters
•

Food, medicine and supplies
•

Medicine and equipment for military and police K-9’s

•

•
•
•

Equipment for medical facilities

Disaster relief and Puppy mill rescues

Shelters, rescues, foster groups and sanctuaries

Pets of individuals where medical hardship is present

•
•

Cancer Research

Helping the service dogs of veterans suffering from PTSD
Other endeavors that benefit the welfare of animals

•

Some of our recent fund raising events…
4th Annual “I Walk to Remember”

Street Fairs

Annual Raffle

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our
foundation through our many fundraising events!
Without you, none of what we do would be possible!

How you can help us raise funds every day...

Donate

Here are some other ways you can help...
Make a General Donation to
The Onyx & Breezy Foundation
All Administrative expenses of the Foundation are paid for the foundation through donations from
the Shefts Family. Fundraising expenses are paid for the foundation through donations from the
Shefts and other corporate/individual sponsors. Therefore, every dollar donated goes directly to
helping animals in need reach tomorrow. Every dollar puts us one dollar closer to saving a life!

NO DONATION IS TOO SMALL!!!
CLICK HERE to donate

Sept 16, 2004 - Oct 24, 2014

The Tuxie Fund has been established in memory of our beloved Tuxie who we lost to
cancer too young. She was the most lovable, sweet, easy going fur baby that gave us
such enjoyment and happiness and will be hugely missed. All donations to the Tuxie
fund will be used exclusively for cancer related treatments and research.
To donate to The Tuxie Fund, please CLICK HERE.

Please donate with your heart...

April 2, 2002 - December 23, 2015

The Shadow Fund has been established in memory of our beloved Shadow who almost reached
14 years of age. She was a very special member of our family who brought us such joy every
day and will be truly missed. When Shadow was 12 years old, because of our
continued diligent medical care, we discovered she needed life saving surgery. This fund will
hopefully help other geriatric pets get the medical care needed to extend their already too
short lives. To donate to The Shadow Fund, please CLICK HERE.

Please donate with your heart...

April 12, 2004 - January 11, 2018

Rio came into our lives after the devastating loss of Breezy. She brought into our home love,
tenderness, sweetness, laughter and so, so, ...much more! She made our home whole again.
Unfortunately, too many fur babies never have the same opportunities as there are just not
enough loving homes for all of them. That is why the Rio Fund will directly support spay and
neuter programs as, "NO ANIMAL SHOULD BE BORN TO DIE"! Rest in peace our sweet love...run and
play with your sisters. We love and miss you everyday.
To donate to The Shadow Fund, please CLICK HERE.

Please donate with your heart...

Let's end this year and start the new year on a positive note by helping
save the lives of so many animals in need every month!!!
For as little as $12 a month (less than 40 cents a day) you can become a
Pawpal member and help save lives of these precious fur babies every
day. Your monthly donation will automatically be added to your credit
card each month and it is all tax deductible.
This is an easy way of budgeting your giving and 100% of your donation
goes to saving lives throughout the United States.
A Pawpal membership makes a great gift in honor or memory of someone
special and it also feels great to know you are making a difference
helping animals in need every month of the year.
As a thank you for becoming a Pawpal member you, or a person of your
choosing, will receive a donated "Thank You" gift from The Onyx &
Breezy Foundation.

BECOME A PAWPAL MEMBER

ETERNITY WALK
Make a donation to memorialize a pet
that has passed with an “Eternity Paw”
on our new Eternity Walk Page

Planned Giving

How it works:
1) You can provide now for a future gift to The Onyx & Breezy Foundation by including a
bequest provision in your will or revocable trust.
2) The Onyx & Breezy Foundation receives the gift and applies it to the purpose(s) you
specified.

Benefits:
• Your assets remain in your control during your lifetime.
• You can modify your bequest if your circumstances change.
• You can direct your bequest to a particular purpose (be sure to check with us to make sure
your gift can be used as intended).
• There is no upper limit on the estate tax deductions that can be taken for charitable bequests.
• You know that your gift will benefit the animals tomorrow just as you intend it to today.
For more information:
Contact us at info@onyxandbreezy.org so that we can assist you through every step of the process.

Why we do what we do…
When The Onyx & Breezy Foundation heard that we were in need of a
vest, The Onyx & Breezy Foundation was super supportive and super
efficient and we had the vest here within 4-6 weeks fit perfect and
ready to go on K-9 Demi. We are ecstatic that there is a foundation
out there like Onyx & Breezy to help dogs that are in need. We really
appreciate to have Onyx & Breezy on our side knowing that they are
there for us and because of Onyx & Breezy, I sleep better at night
knowing that my partner is protected.
Sgt. Jamie Tangorra
Passaic County Sheriff Department
K-9 Unit Commander

I cannot thank you all enough for the help that you provided during this
trying time. This is my first real experience with any sort of surgery or
major surgery in a pet and it was above all else nerve-wracking. I've
worried about him since day one and you guys helped take a little bit of
that worry away and I appreciate that more than words could express.
Sancho is doing well and he is home now recovering we're doing physical
therapy twice a day and he's currently on a few different medications.
But he's doing really well and his sisters are glad to have him home.
Sancho says thank you so much we can't express how grateful we are to
you guys. I will find a way to pay this forward because of people like
you and your organization.
Carlton
I cannot find the words to express my gratitude for your support. I’ve
been trying to think of how to phrase it, all I can say is I cried when I
received your email. I feel much less alone in my fight for my girl, I
think I’m in a little bit of shock. I’m sure I’ll come up with something
more eloquent later, for now the best I can do is THANK YOU from
the bottom of my heart, I am so grateful.
Sarah

Thank you all again, we appreciate it more then we can say!
He is doing great! We will keep you all updated.
Kimberly

A Message from our medical advisor...

Canine Noise Phobias
Paul Sedlacek, DVM
ANIMAL CLINIC of MORRIS PLAINS

Morris Plains, New Jersey

Canine Noise Phobias: With a Bang, a Whimper
For most dogs, a loud noise is startling. However, for some, it can trigger an episode of complete
panic. This type of response is known as a phobia: a maladaptive anxiety response that results in
extremely fearful behavior.
Not all fearful reactions are phobic — for example, a dog that jumps back from a hissing cat
may be wisely avoiding a scratch to the nose. A phobic response involves behavior that is out of
proportion to the perceived threat.
The most common type of phobia in domestic canines is a noise phobia.
This may be to fireworks, gunshots, or any high-volume
noise. One of the most common triggers is thunder, so
storm phobia is considered a specific subset of a noise
phobia. Storm phobic dogs often respond fearfully to
barometric changes, wind, or rain that they associate with
loud noises, before the thunder has even begun.
Dogs with noise or storm phobias typically respond in the same way to each stimuli, although the
specific response may vary dog to dog. Mild signs of anxiety may include lip licking or yawning,
and often progress to signs such as panting, pacing, or whining. Dogs which are normally
housebroken may urinate or defecate in an inappropriate location.
They may seek additional attention, or appear significantly more reclusive. Some dogs will
attempt to escape the stimulus by any means possible, including chewing on crate bars or
battering on doors.
Typically, dogs with phobias are adults, not puppies. It takes time to become sensitized to a
stimulus, which is why mature dogs are usually the ones affected. Certain breeds may be more
likely to have high strung personalities, which can increase the risk for anxiety. However, any
dog can be affected.
It is important to recognize that signs of a phobia can mimic other disease processes. Certain
pathologic conditions, including canine cognitive dysfunction, or severe liver disease, can cause
abnormal behavior and inappropriate responses. Pain can also mimic signs of anxiety. If you are
concerned that your dog may be experiencing noise phobia, it is a good idea to check in with your
veterinarian. They can not only guide treatment, but he or she can eliminate other causes of the
behavior.
Some owners may wonder if it is worth the time and trouble to completely address a noise
phobia. For some dogs, their behavior can put them at risk for serious injury, including getting
injured attempting to escape a house or crate, or even running away and being struck by a
vehicle.
Many phobic dogs may damage furniture or doors when
they are anxious. However, even dogs which display
reclusive behavior, rather than more dramatic signs, are
experiencing significant mental distress. This can cause
as much discomfort as physical pain. In addition, most
phobias become worse with time if not addressed, so it
is better to start treatment as soon as possible.
Several different avenues are available for treatment, and most pets will benefit from a
combination of approaches. One of the most vital parts of treatment is behavioral therapy.
Ideally, this should be guided by a veterinarian, a certified trainer, or a veterinary behaviorist
(a veterinarian who has specialized in behavior issues).
While it can be tempting to try to comfort your pet when he or she is scared, this should be
performed judiciously. Praising a frightened dog may make him confused, and uncertain what
you are rewarding. Excited, high pitched talking may also make him more aroused and anxious.
Ideally, you should stay calm and act as normally as possible during a stressful event.
Training should be performed at a time when the pet is calm, not in the middle of a phobic
response.
The first type of behavioral therapy is called desensitization. This involves gradually adjusting
the animal to a stimulus previously considered noxious. In the case of a noise phobia, this
means repeated neutral exposures to a less intense version of the noise. It is usually
accomplished with a recorded soundtrack, which should be played at a very low level initially.
Desensitization must be performed carefully and cautiously, or it could cause worsening signs.
The volume of the sound should never be increased if the dog is displaying any adverse or
fearful behavior, even mild signs.
Counter conditioning is another approach, which is often started after desensitization therapy
has been at least partially successful. This involves associating a previously negative stimuli
with a positive outcome. Essentially, the dog should be rewarded with treats, play, or praise
when he or she does not react adversely to the stimulus. This should also typically be started
with a recording, and not begun with an actual stressful event.
In additional to training, environmental modification may be helpful for many dogs. Many pets
will instinctively seek out a secluded, dark area, in which they feel less exposed. Especially if
your pet seems calmer when hiding under a bed or a similar space, make sure that he or she has
access to a safe space of your choosing.
For crate trained dogs, placing a thick blanket on top of the crate may make it a more secure
den-like location. If a dog is not crate trained, they may respond poorly to being confined when
anxious.
Other options include products such as the Thundershirt.
This is a garment which provides gentle, constant physical
pressure, similar to a firm hug. Many dogs respond favorably
to this sensation. A Thundershirt usually works best if
applied in advance of the stressful event, before the pet is
excited.
Canine pheromones have also showed promise in calming
anxious pets. There are several commercial products which
contain synthetic versions of a compound called dog appeasing
pheromone (DAP). Pheromones are naturally produced by many
mammals to communicate, and lactating female dogs produce
one to calm their puppies. This is what synthetic DAP is based
on. DAP is available as a spray, diffuser, or a collar.
While the above options are often helpful, for severe cases, they are rarely sufficient. Many
phobic dogs will benefit from pharmacologic therapy in combination with behavioral therapy and
environmental modification.
There are several choices of medications for anxious dogs. Most phobic dogs will be prescribed
a short acting medication to calm them down before a stressful event.
This could include a benzodiazepine, such as alprazolam, or even a new oral gel of a medication
called dexmedetomidine (Sileo). These medications are most helpful if administered in advance
of the stressor. For example, if a thunderstorm is predicted, or fireworks are scheduled, the
medication should be given at least one to two hours prior to the start time. Dogs with chronic,
severe anxiety may also benefit from daily long term medications, similar to anti-anxiety
medications for humans.
Regardless of what choice is right for your pet, remember, there are options for treating
noise phobias! Your pet does not need to spend every thunderstorm in terror, and you can clean
their nervous drool from your arm. While there is no instantaneous fix for most behavior
problems, there are many ways to make your pet (and you!) more comfortable.

Getting ready for the summer season...
Take these simple precautions to help prevent your pet from
overheating. If you suspect your pet is suffering from heat
stroke, get help from your veterinarian immediately!!!
Made in the Shade

Make a Safe Splash

Pets can get dehydrated quickly, so give them plenty of fresh,
clean water when it’s hot outdoors. Make sure your pets
have a shady place to get out of the sun. Be careful not to
over-exercise them, and keep them indoors when it’s
extremely hot.

Do not leave pets unsupervised around a pool. Not all dogs
are good swimmers. Introduce your pets to water gradually
and make sure they wear floatation devices when on boats.
Rinse your dog off after swimming to remove chlorine or salt
from his fur, and try to keep your dog from drinking pool
water, which contains chlorine and other chemicals that could
cause stomach upset.

Know the Warning Signs
Symptoms of overheating in pets include excessive panting
or difficulty breathing, increased heart and respiratory rate,
drooling, mild weakness, stupor or even collapse. They can
also include seizures, bloody diarrhea and vomit along with
an elevated body temperature of over 104 degrees. Animals
with flat faces, like Pugs and Persian Cats, are more
susceptible to heat stroke since they cannot pant as
effectively. These pets, along with the elderly, the
overweight, and those with heart or lung diseases, should be
kept cool in air-conditioned rooms as much as possible.

Summer Style
Feel free to trim longer hair on your dog, but never shave
your dog. The layers of dogs’ coats protect them from
overheating and sunburn. Brushing cats more often than
usual can prevent problems caused by excessive heat. And
be sure that any sunscreen or insect repellent product you
use on your pets is labeled specifically for use on animals.

Street Smarts

No Parking!
Never leave your animal alone in a parked vehicle. On a hot
day a parked car can become like a furnace in no time, even
with the windows open, which could lead to fatal heat stroke.
Also, leaving pets unattended in cars in extreme weather is
illegal in several states.

When the temperature is very high, don’t let your dog linger
on hot asphalt. Being so close to the ground, your pooch’s
body can heat up quickly, and sensitive paw pads can burn.
Keep walks during these times to a minimum.

More summer tips...
Avoid Chemicals

Visit the Vet
A visit to the veterinarian for a spring or early summer check-up
is a must. Make sure your pets get tested for heartworm if they
aren’t on a year-round preventive medication.

Commonly used flea and tick products, rodenticides (mouse
and rat baits), and lawn and garden insecticides can be
harmful to cats and dogs if ingested, so keep them out of
reach. When walking your dog, steer clear of areas that you
suspect have been sprayed with insecticides or other
chemicals. Keep citronella candles, oil products and insect
coils out of pets’ reach as well.

Party Animals
Taking Fido to the backyard barbeque or party? Remember
that the food and drink offered to guests may be poisonous to
pets. Keep alcoholic beverages away from pets, as they can
cause intoxication, depression and comas. Similarly,
remember that the snacks enjoyed by your human friends
should not be a treat for your pet. Any change of diet, even
for one meal, may give your dog or cat severe digestive
ailments. Avoid raisins, grapes, onions, chocolate, coffee
grounds, macadamia nuts, chicken bones and sugar
substitutes.

Fireworks Aren’t Very Pet-riotic
Please leave pets at home when you head out to Fourth of
July celebrations, and never use fireworks around pets.
Exposure to fireworks can potentially result in severe burns or
trauma to curious pets and even unused fireworks can be
hazardous. Many types of fireworks contain potentially toxic
substances such as potassium nitrate, copper, chlorates,
arsenic and other heavy metals.

Look out for…

The Onyx & Breezy Foundation
15th Annual Black Tie Gala

“Save The Date”
Saturday, October 19th, 2019
Park Ridge Marriott
Park Ridge, New Jersey
CLICK HERE for more information
about the 15th annual gala

Don’t be left out of the Event Program!
You can include a full
color advertisement in
this year’s gala program
to honor or memorialize a
friend, family member,
pet or to advertise a
business.
CLICK HERE to place your ad today!

5th Annual
I Walk to Remember
2020 Date and Location
to be announced soon!!!
Bring your fur-babies, family and friends to pay tribute to our loving
pets that we have lost and to celebrate their lives. Enjoy the day filled
with entertainment, activities, vendors and refreshments.

Visit our web site for all of our upcoming events

Wishing you and yours a very
happy, safe and healthy summer!!!
From all of us to all of you …
Thank you for all of your generous support!
"Remember the Joy They Bring"

To learn more about The Onyx and Breezy Foundation or to make a donation,
please visit our web sites at:

www.onyxandbreezy.org · www.facebook.com/onyxandbreezy

