
 

Make a General Donation to 
The Onyx & Breezy Foundation 

All Administrative expenses of the Foundation are paid for the foundation through donations from 
the Shefts Family. Fundraising expenses are paid for the foundation through donations from the 

Shefts and other corporate/individual sponsors. Therefore, every dollar donated goes directly to 
helping animals in need reach tomorrow. Every dollar puts us one dollar closer to saving a life! 

NO DONATION IS TOO SMALL!!! 

CLICK HERE to donate 

”TRUSTEE’S CORNER” 

Volume 22, December 2018 

 

How you can help us raise funds every day... 

To learn more about The Onyx and Breezy Foundation or to make a donation, 

please visit our web sites at: 

www.onyxandbreezy.org  · www.facebook.com/onyxandbreezy 

Dear Friends, 

We hope to find you all well and enjoying the holiday season! 

Another year has passed and we cannot believe that fourteen years have passed 

since the inception of The Onyx & Breezy Foundation.  It is bitter sweet as that 

means it has been fourteen years since we lost our two precious babies.  On the 

bright side, the foundation has been able to help tens of thousands of animals. 

This foundation is all about….  Saving Lives of Animals Every Day!!! 

We can do this because of all of you!!! 

We are always trying to keep up with the times, so we are expanding our website 

store and are posting items for sale on Facebook and Instagram.  So, to all our loyal 

supporters, please consider visiting our web store when doing some of your shopping 

and save a life at the same time!  As always, all items for sale are donated. 

Please keep a lookout for upcoming events and different ways you can help as 2019 

is our 15th anniversary milestone. 

From all our families to yours… 

Thank you for all you do.  We wish you a loving, warm, healthy holiday season and 

may all your dreams come true in 2019. 

 

“REMEMBER THE JOY THEY BRING” 
 
With Love, 

Wanda and Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% of every dollar we raise continues to go towards 

helping animals in the following ways… 

• Spay and neuter programs 

• Rescue of animals from kill shelters 

• Food, medicine and supplies 

• Cancer Research 

• Medicine and equipment for military and police K-9’s 

• Equipment for medical facilities 

• Disaster relief and Puppy mill rescues  

• Shelters, rescues, foster groups and sanctuaries 

• Pets of individuals where medical hardship is present 

• Helping the service dogs of veterans suffering from PTSD 

• Other endeavors that benefit the welfare of animals 

I just wanted to reach out and say a big Thank You to you and your 
Organization for assisting me with Ariel's treatment. 

She's home, healing, and getting back to her normal self.. 

I've attached a few pics of my lil brat taking over my bed! 

Again thank you! 

Quandra  

I cannot find the words to express my gratitude for your support. 
I’ve been trying to think of how to phrase it, all I can say is I cried 
when I received your email. I feel much less alone in my fight for 
my girl, I think I’m in a little bit of shock. I’m sure I’ll come up 
with something more eloquent later, for now the best I can do is 
THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart, I am so grateful. I 
have attached pics of her happily passed out after her visit today, 
I hope they can be useful for continued fundraising for other fur 
babies. I will continue to send updates and pics (awake ones as 
well!) as her treatment continues. I am so appreciative of your 
support, without you we would not be moving forward right now. 
Sarah 

A Message from our medical advisor... 

Some of our recent fund raising events… 

Here are some other ways you can help... 

Look out for… 

Visit our web site for all of our upcoming events 

Jazzy came home from the vet yesterday and is doing very well! She 
will be with her rehab person for 2 to 3 weeks and then go home. 
Thank you for blessing us! 

Ruthie  

Why we do what we do… 

14th Annual Black Tie Gala 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our 

foundation through our many fundraising events! 

Without you, none of what we do would be possible! 

As pet healthcare has improved, our domestic animals are experiencing overall increased life 
spans. Along with the joy of having our companions with us for longer, we as pet owners and 
veterinary professionals are now facing increased challenges associated with old age in pets. 
Monitoring your dog for specific changes and taking proactive steps to promote his health and 
well-being can go a long way towards preserving a high quality of life in his senior years. 
 
What is a geriatric dog? 
Generally speaking, large breed dogs have shorter expected life spans than their small or 
medium-sized counterparts. Therefore, the definition of a “geriatric” dog is somewhat fluid. 
However, we often consider a smaller dog to be a “senior citizen” around 7 or 8 years of age, 
and a large dog is considered so around 6 years old. 
 
Signs to watch for  
As dogs age, they are at increased risk for many types of health problems. Some of the issues 
frequently seen in older dogs include cancer, organ disease, joint disease, hypothyroidism, 
dental disease, and cognitive dysfunction. It’s common for older dogs to experience general 
weakness, decreased vision, and decreased hearing, 
As your pet’s owner and advocate, you are the one most attuned to his normal behavior. 
Therefore, you will be most sensitive to any changes. Your careful monitoring and reporting of 
any changes is incredibly valuable in helping to identify and address medical concerns early on. 
 
Specific signs to watch for include decreased appetite, increased drinking and/or urination, 
decreased energy level or exercise intolerance, weight loss, and weakness. These signs may be 
dramatic, or they may be subtle and progress over time. However, they have the potential to 
indicate significant underlying medical issues. 
It is important to consult with your veterinarian if you notice any of these signs. He or she will 
be able to help determine what next steps are needed. More obvious signs to watch for include 
coughing, straining to urinate, difficulty breathing, vomiting, and diarrhea. Also watch for new 
lumps or bumps, particularly any that seem to be growing. 
 
Certain behavioral changes may also raise red flags. If a dog begins showing increased 
aggression to people or other dogs, house soiling, previously uncharacteristic anxiety or phobias, 
increased vocalization, or restlessness at night, take note. These signs may indicate cognitive or 
physical decline. 
 
Arthritis is a very common ailment in middle-aged and older pets, and oftentimes the early 
signs can be missed. Sleeping more, weight gain, decreased interest in exercise or play, and 
increased irritability may be clues that your pet is experiencing discomfort. A stiff gait, 
limping, favoring a limb, difficulty changing position (rising, sitting, laying down), and a hesitance 
to traverse stairs may be more conspicuous evidence of joint pain. Animal Clinic of Morris Plains 
offers Canine Rehab Therapy under the direction of our Canine Rehab Certified doctors and 
specially trained technicians. 
 
Behavioral Changes 
For some dogs, cognitive dysfunction becomes evident as they reach old age. Owners may notice 
behavioral changes that are new to their dog, and which may seem confusing or distressing. In 
addition to some of the signs mentioned above (such as increased vocalization, increased 
irritability, increased aggression, increased anxiety, and house soiling), there are other changes 
which may raise suspicion for cognitive decline. A dog experiencing cognitive dysfunction may 
act confused or disoriented, and may not interact with people in the same way he did before. 
He may not respond as well to commands, or may exhibit stronger reactions to sound. An 
increase in grooming behavior or repetitive actions may also be seen. Changing sleep cycles 
might be seen, with a pet exhibiting anything from nocturnal wakefulness to markedly increased 
sleep time. 
How can I best care for my senior dog?  
It may be sad to think of your beloved friend aging, and facing physical and cognitive challenges 
associated with later seasons of life. However, be encouraged that you as the caregiver can 
make choices to promote and preserve quality of life so that you can enjoy each day together to 
its maximum potential. 
First of all, watch carefully for the changes described above. If you think you may be seeing 
one or more of these signs, schedule an appointment with your veterinarian sooner rather than 
later. Many diseases can be managed well, particularly if they are caught early. 
Your senior pet will require more diligent preventive care than he may have needed during 
younger years. We recommend a minimum of twice yearly well-visits, as significant changes 
can occur in a short period of time in our older pets. 
At these visits, be sure to follow your veterinarian’s recommendations regarding screening 
diagnostics (such as bloodwork, urine testing, and parasite checks). 
Again, the aim is to identify any changes early, before they lead to progressed illness. Your 
veterinarian will suggest a vaccination protocol that is appropriate for your dog’s age, health 
status, and risk factors. As geriatric pets may not be able to rely on as strong an immune 
response as they once did, it is particularly important to protect them from infectious disease. 
 
Dental care may seem like a small issue, but it makes a huge difference in the health and 
comfort of your geriatric pet. Not only does dental disease lead to oral pain and potential 
infection or injury (and subsequent decreased eating), but the bacteria that grow in the mouth 
can travel through the bloodstream to affect internal organs. The best thing you can do at 
home for your pet’s oral health is to perform regular toothbrushing with an enzymatic pet 
toothpaste. 
 
Once to twice yearly in-hospital dental cleanings are imperative to dental health in the 
long and short term. 
At home, taking steps to keep your pet active and mobile will pay dividends as far as his 
physical health and cognition. 
Even (in fact, especially!) a pet with marked arthritis will benefit from a degree of exercise and 
movement to maintain comfort and mobility. Keeping your pet at a healthy weight will decrease 
the burden on his heart and joints, and keep him feeling young for longer. Playtime and active 
enrichment is also excellent for preserving mental acuity. 
 
You may need to make adjustments to your pet’s environment to accommodate for his 
physical challenges. For example, a pet that struggles with joint pain or vision loss may benefit 
from having food, sleeping areas, and elimination areas accessible with minimal use of stairs. 
An older dog will experience increased comfort with the use of a cushioned dog bed. 
A pet who is experiencing increased irritability will likely appreciate areas of the home where 
he may retreat away from younger pets or children for periods of rest. 
Depending on the underlying medical issues, many geriatric pets will require specific dietary 
modifications, or even prescription diets. 
 
A senior pet has different nutritional requirements than a growing puppy or an active 
young adult dog, and your veterinarian will be able to help guide you towards food choices that 
are the best fit for your specific pet at his particular life stage. 
Finally, it is imperative for your pet’s health that you follow medication protocols as prescribed 
by your veterinarian. In addition to managing medical diseases, we also have good options for 
addressing pain and maintaining comfort for our canine companions in their golden years. 
 
Do not begin medicating your pet with human or over the counter medications without the 
direction of your veterinarian, as many of these products can be very dangerous to your 
dog. 
 
We have access to many options to preserve and prolong quality of life for our canine 
companions, all with the goal of promoting pet welfare and the precious human-animal bond.  
 
Together with your veterinarian, you can make choices that are the best fit for the needs of 
your pet and yourself, and which allow you both to enjoy your pet’s senior years to the fullest. 

Let's end this year and start the new year on a positive note by helping 
save the lives of so many animals in need every month!!! 

 
For as little as $12 a month (less than 40 cents a day) you can become a 
Pawpal member and help save lives of these precious fur babies every 
day.  Your monthly donation will automatically be added to your credit 

card each month and it is all tax deductible.  
 

This is an easy way of budgeting your giving and 100% of your donation 
goes to saving lives throughout the United States. 

 
A Pawpal membership makes a great gift in honor or memory of someone 

special and it also feels great to know you are making a difference 
helping animals in need every month of the year. 

 
As a thank you for becoming a Pawpal member you, or a person of your 

choosing, will receive a donated "Thank You" gift from The Onyx & 
Breezy Foundation. 

BECOME A PAWPAL MEMBER 

Aging Gracefully: Caring for 
Your Dog in the Golden Years 

9 Winter Safety Tips for Dog Owners 
 
Snow, sleet, ice, wind... there's a lot to prepare for when it comes to winter weather. Just like we're 
affected by the cold, our dogs are, too. Here are a few simple measures you can take to make sure your 
dog stays happy and healthy throughout the winter. 

 

Avoid Thin Ice 
Too often we hear stories of dogs that had to be rescued from icy waters (and those are the lucky ones). 
It might look like fun to slide across that frozen pond, but ice can easily crack, and your dog, and you, 
could fall in. Slipping on ice can also lead to muscle strains and other injuries. 

 

Protect Your Dog's Paws 
Look at the Iditarod sled-dog teams, and you’ll notice that their paws are covered by booties. Mushers 
know that the race may be lost because of injuries and abrasions from running on ice. Even if your dog isn’t 
dashing through 1,000 miles of frozen Alaskan wilderness, winter conditions can still do damage. Different 
retailers offer dog boots or paw protectors that work well to keep your pup's feet safe. 

 

Trim Foot Fuzz 
Hair on the feet of long-haired dogs can form ice balls between pads and toes. Keep them well trimmed, 
cutting the hair so that it is even with the surface of the foot. 

  

Clean Your Dog's Feet 
City streets are coated with deicing substances, such as sodium chloride (rock salt) and calcium chloride, 
which make sidewalks safe for pedestrians, but can damage paw pads. Make sure you wash off your dog's 
feet. Some people keep a bucket next to the door to rinse their dog’s feet as soon as they come in from 
the cold. Use warm water and make sure to reach spots between the toes and pads. Some dogs will also 
need a moisturizer for dry skin. 

 

Limit Dog's Time Outside 
Dogs can suffer from frostbite, especially on delicate earflaps and tail tips. In extreme cold, it’s a good 
idea to keep dogs inside, with the exception of the heavy-coated northern breeds that thrive in low 
temperatures. If it’s not possible to keep the dogs indoors, be aware of the major signs of frostbite, 
which include skin that appears white or blue. 

   

Stay In 
Even a big fuzzy dog that lives indoors will need some time to acclimate to freezing temperatures. Short 
romps outside will help your dog’s body get used to the change in the weather. Keep indoor activities fun 
with these ideas. Toys like the DogTwister Interactive Game give your dog a fun way to get both mental 
and physical exercise. 

 

Bundle Your Dog Up 
Sure, most dogs have their own coat, but you wouldn’t want to go out in a blizzard in a light spring jacket. 
Make sure small, delicate, and short-haired dogs, even large ones like Greyhounds, have an appropriate 
winter wardrobe. Bonus: You can have fun dressing them up. 

 

Consider Your Dog's Age 
Where climate is concerned, age is more than a number. Like humans, very young and very old dogs have a 
hard time regulating body temperature, so they have more extreme reactions to changes in weather. 
Romps in the snow may be too much for their more delicate constitutions. Keep the oldsters and the 
puppies indoors as much as possible. 

 

Beware of Antifreeze 
As little as a teaspoon of antifreeze can cause kidney failure. Be alert to the signs that your dog has 
swallowed some of it, which include drooling, vomiting, seizures, excessive thirst, panting, lethargy and a 
drunken appearance. If you think your dog has ingested antifreeze, it’s important to get to a vet as soon as 
possible. Even if you keep your antifreeze safely tucked away, there is still a danger from residue in the 
streets. Most antifreeze is green ethylene glycol, but it comes in several different colors. So watch where 
your dog is sniffing. 

Getting ready for the winter season... 

Street Fairs 

Paul Sedlacek, DVM 
ANIMAL CLINIC of MORRIS PLAINS 

Morris Plains, New Jersey 

How it works: 
 
1) You can provide now for a future gift to The Onyx & Breezy Foundation by including a 
bequest provision in your will or revocable trust. 
 
2) The Onyx & Breezy Foundation receives the gift and applies it to the purpose(s) you 
specified. 
 
Benefits: 
 
• Your assets remain in your control during your lifetime.  
• You can modify your bequest if your circumstances change.  
• You can direct your bequest to a particular purpose (be sure to check with us to make sure  
   your gift can be used as intended).  
• There is no upper limit on the estate tax deductions that can be taken for charitable bequests.  
• You know that your gift will benefit the animals tomorrow just as you intend it to today.  
 
For more information: 
 
Contact us at info@onyxandbreezy.org  so that we can assist you through every step of the process. 

Planned Giving 

ETERNITY WALK 
Make a donation to memorialize a pet 

that has passed with an “Eternity Paw” 
on our new Eternity Walk Page 

The Tuxie Fund has been established in memory of our beloved Tuxie who we lost to 
cancer too young.  She was the most lovable, sweet, easy going fur baby that gave us 
such enjoyment and happiness and will be hugely missed.  All donations to the Tuxie 

fund will be used exclusively for cancer related treatments and research. 

To donate to The Tuxie Fund, please CLICK HERE. 

Please donate with your heart...  

Sept 16, 2004 - Oct 24, 2014  

The Shadow Fund has been established in memory of our beloved Shadow who almost reached 
14 years of age. She was a very special member of our family who brought us such joy every 

day and will be truly missed.  When Shadow was 12 years old, because of our 
continued diligent medical care, we discovered she needed life saving surgery.  This fund will 
hopefully help other geriatric pets get the medical care needed to extend their already too 

short lives. To donate to The Shadow Fund, please CLICK HERE. 

Please donate with your heart...  

April 2, 2002 - December 23, 2015  

Holiday 

Shopping 

Event 

We can’t thank you enough for your generous donation. 

On behalf of everyone here at Wild for Life Foundation, we sincerely 
appreciate your support! 

 

Katia 

Saturday, October 19
th

, 2019 

Park Ridge Marriott 

Park Ridge, New Jersey 

1st Prize: $10,000 

2nd Prize: $5,000 

3rd Prize: $1,000 

The Onyx & Breezy Foundation Annual Raffle  

Tickets will be available through the Onyx & Breezy Web site 
beginning in February or from your favorite O&B board member 

Saturday, April 27 

10:00am to 4:00 pm 
Horseshoe Lake 

72 Eyland Avenue 

Succasunna, in Roxbury, NJ 

The Onyx & Breezy Foundation 

I Walk to Remember 

4th Annual Memorial Walk  

Bring your fur-babies, family and friends to pay tribute to our loving 
pets that we have lost and to celebrate their lives. Enjoy the day filled 

with entertainment, activities, vendors and  refreshments. 

Tickets are available on the O&B web site. 

The Onyx & Breezy Foundation 

15th Annual Black Tie Gala  

Wishing you and yours a very 

happy and healthy holiday season 

And a happy new year!!! 

From our family to yours … 

Thank you, we couldn’t do it without you! 

"Remember the Joy They Bring" 

Rio came into our lives after the devastating loss of Breezy. She brought into our home love, 
tenderness, sweetness, laughter and so, so, ...much more! She made our home whole again. 
Unfortunately, too many fur babies never have the same opportunities as there are just not 
enough loving homes for all of them. That is why the Rio Fund will directly support spay and 

neuter programs as, "NO ANIMAL SHOULD BE BORN TO DIE"! Rest in peace our sweet love...run and 
play with your sisters. We love and miss you everyday. 

To donate to The Shadow Fund, please CLICK HERE. 

Please donate with your heart...  

April 12, 2004 - January 11, 2018 
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