
 

 

ñTRUSTEEõS CORNERó 

                The December Newsletter is always fun to write as we get 

to wish all of the many friends of The Onyx and Breezy Foundation a 

very happy holiday season as well as being able to tell you about all 

the wonderful work the O & B has accomplished in 2011. 

Since out last newsletter, the Foundation has helped numerous or-

ganizations and individuals with pets in need throughout the country.  

The O & B has assisted no-kill shelters and rescues, funded emer-

gency surgeries and paid for food and medication for animals whose 

owners were not able to provide for them. 

 

A main objective of the Foundation continues to be the support and 

encouragement of spay and neuter of companion animals throughout 

the country.  There are more than 3,000,000 dogs and cats euthanized 

in U.S. shelters each year.  We are committed to helping put an end to 

these tragic and needless deaths by giving financial support to spay 

and neuter programs.  This is the only sure way to control the over-

population problem.  The Foundation is also aware of how difficult it 

has become in these trying economic times for shelters to provide for 

their many animals, and so we strive to support them with much 

needed food and other provisions.  These are but a few of the many 

ways The Onyx and Breezy Foundation has put your donations to 

very good use. 

 Weôd like to thank you all for helping to make our ongoing fundraising efforts so 

successful. Our spring, summer and fall street fair events had record breaking sales 

and raised thousands of dollars for the foundation.  Our 7th Annual Black Tie Gala 

was a great success thanks to your attendance and support.  It was a wonderful 

night which included a performance by renowned actor/comedian Robert Klein and 

the rocking music of Total Soul.  We were happy and proud to have actors and O & 

B Board Members Ken Howard and Gilles Marini present as honored guests.  The 

hundreds of Gala attendees had a wonderful time and are surely looking forward to 

our 8th Annual Black Tie Gala on October 20, 2012. 

 

It has been a wonderful and fulfilling year-thanks to all of you!  We hope you will 

continue to support our 2012 events that are already in the frantic planning stages.  

Our 5th Annual Raffle tickets will be available for purchase early in the New Year.  

Also, The Onyx and Breezy Foundationôs 3rd Annual Island Gala will take place on 

March 4, 2012 at the Sanctuary Golf Club on beautiful Sanibel Island.  

Finally, we truly wish all of the O & B family a very happy holiday season and a 

wonderful New Year with our love, thanks and wishes for a world full of ñpuppy 

loveò! 

 

  
 
 

 ñREMEMBER THE JOY THEY BRINGò 

 
Wanda and Mark Shefts 

Trustees 
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Aftercare Following Your Petõs Surgery 

By Dr. Robert Kaderly, DVM, PhD, DACVS 
      

 If you own a dog or cat, chances are your pet will need sur-

gery at sometime during his lifetime.  Hopefully, the only surgery 

he will experience will be of the elective type, such as spaying or 

neutering.  Non-elective surgery is done to repair injuries and treat 

illnesses when medical treatment is ineffective or would otherwise 

be prolonged.  Pet owners can take steps to decrease the risk of 

non-elective surgery by thinking of their dog or cat as a child lack-

ing adult judgment.  Dogs and cats should have an annual wellness 

exam and vaccination, be kept on a leash or in an enclosed yard 

when outside, and travel inside the car with the windows closed.  

Household chemicals or consumable garbage needs to be immedi-

ately deposited in garbage cans with snap-tight lids.  However, all 

dangerous situations cannot be avoided and illness can present it-

self for no apparent reason at any time. 

At surgery, a surgical wound is created that takes time to heal.  

The wound is drawn together and held together usually with su-

tures or staples during the healing process.  The edges of a surgi-

cal wound will grow together in approximately 10 ï 14 days under 

ideal conditions, but will not attain normal strength for another 2 ï 

4 weeks.  Healing will be prolonged in the face of infection, poor 

nutrition, or the wound edges separating.  In uncomplicated 

wound healing, sutures or staples are usually removed in 10 ï 14 

days following surgery. 

When your pet is discharged from the veterinary hospital, your 

veterinarian will discuss the care your pet is to receive at home. 

For a successful outcome free of complications (1) the surgical 

procedures needs to be done correctly,  (2) the surgical site cannot 

get infected, (3) the pet cannot traumatize the surgical site, and (4) 

the sutured wound cannot be stretched excessively.  In most situa-

tions, a course of antibiotics and pain medication is given.  The 

antibiotic medication is helpful for preventing surgical wound in-

fection, but the surgery site must also be kept clean and dry.  
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This means your 

pet is not to be 

bathed, go outside 

in the rain, lick or 

scratch the line of 

sutures, or have 

another household 

pet lick or scratch 

the sutures for 

him. It is usually 

recommended the surgical wound is not to be cleaned.  A re-

straint cervical collar (ñlamp shadeò, or other type) may be sent 

home with your pet and needs to be used.  Dogs can be diligent in 

their attempts to remove the restraint collar.  Once out of their 

restraint collar, it only takes seconds for a dog to chew out 

enough sutures to cause the wound to open up and become in-

fected. 

Some surgical wounds are subjected to stretching due to their lo-

cation on the petôs body.  If your pet has had surgery on his leg 

near a joint, simply walking will pull on the skin around the su-

tures.  For this reason, your veterinarian will likely caution you 

about not allowing your pet to run or jump for at least 2 weeks.  

Outside, slow walks for a short distance on a short leash for dogs 

to urinate and defecate is a safe bet. Indoors, cats or dogs must be 

prevented from jumping up on counters, sofas, or beds.  It may 

only take one jump to pull the surgical wound open.  Bandages 

are often used to keep the skin around the surgical wound from 

pulling and possibly separating.  Most dogs do not want their legs 

bandaged and will try to remove the bandage.   

 

Continued on page 3 



 

 

 

Welcome To The Boardé 
 

The Onxy and Breezy Foundation is proud to add 

Catherine Mamola, wife of Ben Mamola,  and  

Frank Recine to our family. The have been sup-

porters of the O & B for many years and are anx-

ious to join us in saving animals and helping  the 

foundation grow.  
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Aftercare Following Your Petôs Surgery 
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The restraint collar is also used to prevent damage to a bandage 

from chewing. 

Pet owners who have had surgery themselves are particularly 

empathetic to their petôs surgical experience.  There is a strong 

inclination to minimize the importance of the veterinarianôs dis-

charge instructions.  Owners rationalize why the restraint collar 

does not need to be worn (ñHe looks so sad/uncomfortable in 

that collar.ò)  Medication may be discontinued because ñhe 

doesnôt seem to like the taste of it.ò  Owners that routinely open 

the door and let their dog out in the yard, may forget to use the 

leash after surgery.  Unless it is anticipated and prevented, dogs 

accustom to jumping on the sofa will do so out of habit.  Two 

weeks of ñtough loveò after surgery will save your pet prolonged 

discomfort, disability and possibly a less than optimal outcome.  

   Top 12 holiday hazards  

 

Ah, guests with good intentions. Well-meaning visitors are 

often the worst offenders when it comes to giving pets all 

manner of things that will upset their stomachsðor worse. 

As they say, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound (or 

gargantuan vet bill) of cure. Be sure to stress the impor-

tance of not giving your pets the things listed below.  

          

          Dogs        

1. Rich fatty foods  

2. Bones  

3. Booze  

4. Chocolate  

5. Onions  

6. Grapes and raisins  

7. Bread dough  

8. Snacks from the table  

9. Garbage a.k.a ñleftoversò  

10. Candles  

11. Holiday plants  

12. Wrapping paper  

 

Surprising Holiday Dangers to Pets  
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           Cats  

1. String  

2. Holiday Plants 

3. Wrapping  

4. Hanging ornaments 

5. Candles 

6. Holiday Foods 

7. Stress 

8. Cats given as gifts 

9. Tinsel 

10.  Christmas tree water 

11. Guest and Open Doors 

12. Booze 



 

 

   Saving Livesé.One at a time 
 

 

 

The Onyx and Breezy Foundation, P.O. Box 656, Tuxedo Park, New York 10987-0656 (201) 782-7400, www.onyxandbreezy.org, www.help-animals.org    

Funded Spine Surgery 
Funded hospitalization and treat-

ment for Hepatic Lipidosis          

(Liver Disease) 

Funded surgery for broken leg 

Funded Spay and treatment Funded Parvo treatment Hit by car. Funded Surgery to save 

her leg. 
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Chewy 

Brittany  

Nanuk 

Rome 

Sasha 

Byson 


